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methods of cultivation. In both these matters a great
deal has already been done by the Government Agri-
cultural Departments; but it is admitted that something
more is required. Up till 1914 the policy of the Govern-
ment had always been to demonstrate to the natives the
possibilities of improvement, and to offer them facilities
such as better seed, improved implements, etc., but never
to compel any alteration in their present methods.
The methods of handling the Indian crop before the
War required drastic amendment. The system of small
ginneries, which was prevalent almost everywhere, owned
by natives who acted as merchants, buying the crop locally
and re-selling to the larger firms in the exporting centres,
was bad; and there was a growing conviction that the
Government would require to interfere by introducing
a system of licensing and control of the ginneries to
prevent damping, fraudulent mixing, and the careless
ginning and handling of the crop. The Government could
then have done a great deal more in the way of seed
supply than it had hitherto attempted, particularly by
showing on a large scale, by a model seed farm and
plantation, how good cotton can be grown and handled
and disposed of in India. Certain districts have done
a good deal already in the way of seed supply, and in the
direction of assisting the growers to find the best market
for their crop, for one of the greatest difficulties of the
improvement of the crop is that of securing adequate
remuneration for the cultivator who tries to improve his
crop by using good seed.
In so large an area, extending over nearly 30 degrees of
latitude from Peshawar to Tinnevelly, the variations of
climate are enormous, and at certain seasons of the year
cotton is being both sown and harvested in different parts
of India at the same time. Local conditions of soil and
climate also vary greatly even between districts quite
near each other, so that the variety of cotton best suited
to one district may be quite unsuitable to another. The
best varieties are grown in Madras, and in the Broach and